Madison  church  to 
play  host  to  church 
growth  conference 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Ulization  conferences  are 
Just  over  70%  of  churches  scheduled: 
are  plateaued  or  declining  in  ■  Nov.  1  at  Living  Hope 
membership  in  the  Southern  Church  in  Bowling 
Baptist  Convention,  accord-  Green,  Ky. 
ing  to  North  American  Mis-  ■  Dec.  6  at  the  Georgia 
sion  Board  statistics  (NAMB).  Baptist  Convention  in 

In  response,  NAMB  is  work¬ 
ing  with  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions  to  launch  a  series  of 
Send  North  America  Church 
Growth  and  Revitalization 
Conferences  in  2012-2013. 

Broadmoor  Church  in 
Madison  will  hast  one  of  the 
conferences,  on  Feb.  7. 

Former  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  President  Johnny 
Hunt,  pastor  of  the  Atlanta- 
area  First  Church  Woodstock, 
kicked  off  the  first  revitaliza¬ 
tion  conference  at  Noithside 
Church  in  Murfreesboro,  Ut, 
on  Sept.  20. 

Representing  NAMB,  Hunt 

will  conduct  revitalization  -  - - - —  _ 

conferences  in  eight  states,  conference  materials,  lunch. 
He  said  church  revitalization  refreshments,  and  a  $15  Life- 
ia  his  personal  passion  along  Way  gift  card, 
with  church  planting,  noting.  To  learn  more  about 
'As  D.L  Moody  sard,  unless  church  revitalization  or  to  at- 
we  stab  American  cities  in  tend  a  Send  North  Arteries 
the  heart  with  the  Gospel,  we  Church  Growth  and  Revi- 
will  lose  this  country.  With  talizatioa  Conference,  visit 

-  http://namb.net/rwitaliza- 

tion  E-mail  revitalization# 
namb.net.  Telephone:  (770) 
410-6305. 


CHRISTIAN  WOMEN'S  JOB  CORPS 


■  Jan.  29  at  First  Church 
in  Brandon,  FI. 

■  Feb.  7,  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Madison,  Ms. 

■  Feb.  28,  Colonial 
Heights  Church  in  Colo¬ 
nial  Heights,  Va. 

■  April  25,  Mount  Vernon 
Cnurch  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 

■  May  23,  White  Oak 
Conference  Center  in 
Winnsboro,  S.C. 

Each  conference ,  eo-spon- 
aored  by  NAMB  and  the  state 
mnvsnlinn  runs  hoot  9  a.m. 
-  4  p.m.,  with  final  registra¬ 
tion  at  8  a.m.  The  cost  is  *30 


OUTSTANDING  GRADUATE  -  Bobtoi  Loath  (fourth  from  loft)  is  congratulated  on  hor  Sybil 
Bontiey  Dove  national  award  as  the  outstanding  Christian  Woman's  Job  Corp  (CWJC)  gradu¬ 
ate  by  (from  left) Tammy  Anderson,  missions  consultant  Mississippi  WMU;  Debbie  Crawley 
and  Velvet  Johnson,  site  coordinators,  CWJC/Christian  Men's  Job  Corps  (CROC)  of  Rankin 
County;  Mary  Callahan,  executive  director.  Rankin  County  CWJOCMJC;  and  Sandra  Nash, 
state  CWJCACMJC  coordinator,  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  (WMU  photo) 


Mississjppian  gains 
national  recognition 


BMMMQHAM,  AL  (Sperial)  -  Job  Corps  (CMJQ  are  programs 
Bobfai  leath  is  one  stop  doser  to  oftheiwriooal  Woman's  Miasion- 
teahang  her  <keam  of  opening  a  ary  Union  (WMU)  to  help  ewnen 
cky  care  for  children  with  special  and  men  change  thar  lives  for  the 
needs,  thanks  to  her  participation  better  by  empowering  them  with 
in  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps  biblical  nourishment  a  mentor 
(CWJC)  of  Rankin  County  for  encouragement  and  account- 


help  churches  revitalize.* 
Send  North  America 
Church  Growth  and  Revi- 


Page:  CP  increase  may  reflect  better  days  ahead 

NASHVUJE  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  The  Cooperative  Program  I 


r-year  recession.  With  that  in  mind, 
to  achieve  a  balance  between  Bath  | 
-ear’s  budget.' 

14  in  CP  gifts  during  the  fiscal  year  ' 
>99^5t  few  than  the  $101,878  b4S  , 
»r.  T1&  year's  pvmg  is  $5,678,994 


The  fatwa  against  free  speech 


Parttcfa 

The  cascading  criss  involving  deroga¬ 
tory  depictions  of  Islam's  prophet 
Muhammad  by  amateur  American 
filmmakers  and  French  satirists  has  rein- 
vigosated  a  20-vear-oid  demand  from  the 
Muslim  worid  nr  a  Western  crackdown  on 
free  speech. 

The  demand  has  been  made  by  Egypt’s 
Salafist  Nour  party,  by  Iran's  theocrats,  by 
Hezbollah,  and,  not  least,  by  the  al-Qaeda- 
hnked  groups  that  on  Sept  uand  the  days 


Guest  opinion 

with  Nina  Shea 


Closing  in  on  a  big  win 


claim  no  religious  affiliation  is  Him! 

ing  at  a  steady  pace,  and  the  rise  is 

exp-cted  to  continue  well  into  the 
MN 

TWa  the  conclusion  that  can  be 
drawn  from  a  just-released  study  era 
ducted  by  the  Pew  Forum  on  Renew 

and  Pubbc  Life  aloitg  with  the  Pubbt 
Broadcasting  System  s  Religion  and 
Ethics  Newsweekly. 

"The  continued  growth  of  the  reb 
piously  unaffiliated  is  one  of  several 
indicators  suggesting  that  the  U  A 
pubhc  gradually  may  be  growing  less 
religious.  To  be  sure,  the  United  Stat 
remau».y  religious  co"'W*jr 


comnutment  in  America  have  hdd  ,>,.000.  „ 

remarkably  steady  over  the  years.  The  *jo.ooo-»?«.»« 

number  ofAmencsns  who  currently  .,,,000  it 

ray  religion  is  very  important  in  their 

lives  (58%),  for  instance,  is  little  t« 

changed  since  2007  (61%)  and  is  for  p*""*rn*<  » 

Sr7  i! 

But  an  some  other  key  measures, 
there  is  evidence  of  a  gradual  decline 
in  religious  commitment.  In  2003,  for  P 

instanre  25%  of  UA  adults  indicated 

they  seldom  or  never  attend  religious  r  .  . . > 

services.  By  2012,  that  number  had  H*  "s*1  ura 

ticked  up  4  points,  to  29  V  the  study  I _ 

poults  oat  -  and  that’s  not  all  the  bad 

"In  addition,  the  percentage  of  fjf'rfiri"  has  become  not 
Americans  who  say  the  Bible  should  than  another -engageow 

be  taken  literally  haa  fallen  in  GaDuo  social  calendar  that  poai 

polls  from  an  average  of  about  18%  of  lmPocUnce  -  and  in  mi 

the  pubhc  in  the  late  1070s  and  early  importance  -  than  a  bal 

1980s  to  an  average  of  31%  since,"  the  n*‘J  Binction,  or  dinner 
study  states  One  of  the  main  goals 

Those  of  us  who  have  choten  to  fol-  ning  is  to  destroy  the  era 

low  Jeaua  Christ  and  Hie  Great  Com-  *»■*•  We  know,  without 
mission  (Matthew  28:18-20)  should  doubt,  that  Satan  is  wagj 
find  this  information  nothing  short  of  war  against  Christians  ai 
alarming.  It  means  that  at  the  same  nothing  better  than  to  <V 

time  we  are  striving  to  win  the  world  enemy  9  oriticafiy-impor 

f°  *  aayjng  knowWt  of  Jeaua,  we  are  Amenca.  We  also  know  1 
losing  the  battle  on  tne  home  front.  one  will  not  rest  until  he 

The  study  does  not  include  s  state-  total  victory  in  this  regar 
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ERLC  presidential  search  committee  announces  qualifications,  web  site 


NASHVHJJE  (BP)  —  The  trustee  search  “demonstrate  a  commitment  to  applying 
committee  for  a  new  president  of  the  Biblical  prindpies  and  Gospel  understand^ 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's  Ethics  <t  ing  to  critical  ethical  concerns  of  our  time' 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  has  and  asks  Southern  Baptists  to  pray  that 
launched  a  website  to  aid  in  identifying  a  th«*  hearts  and  minds  of  search  commit- 
candidate  for  the  position.  tee  members  be  open  to  the  guiding  of  the 

The  SBC  entity  addresses  moral,  ethi-  Holy  Spirit.' 
cai,  and  religious  liberty  issues  from  a  Barry  Creamer,  who  heads  the  ERLC 
biblical  perspective  from  its  offices  in  trustee  search  committee,  announced  the 
Nashville  ana  Washington,  D.C  Richard  site  Oct  l.  Creamer  is  vice  president  of  ara- 
Land,  who  has  led  the  ERLC  since  1988,  demic  affairs  and  professor  of  humanities 
has  announced  his  retirement  effective  at  Criswell  College  in  Dallas. 

Oct.  23, 2013.  The  committee  will  accept  curricu- 

The  website,  erlc.com/presidential-  turn  vitae  through  a  portal  on  the  website 
search,  features  pages  dedicated  to  an  from  prospective  candidates  through  Oct, 
outline  of  the  attributes  ERLC  trustees  are  31.  “The  search  committee  is  not  looking 
seeking  in  a  candidate  and  a  prayer  guide  merely  for  the  person  with  the  best  re¬ 
fer  die  committee's  work.  The  site  also  is  sume.  Creamer  explained.  "We  are  pur- 
the  only  way  by  which  interest  in  the  ERLC  suing  God’s  will  for  the  person  we  should 
presidency  can  be  communicated  to  the  recommend  to  the  ERLC  board  as  the 
trustee  search  committee.  next  president" 

The  committee  expects  a  candidate  to  Creamer  said  prayer  has  undergirded 
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the  committee's  actions  horn  the  begin-  should  have  “significant  education  in  and 
ning.  “Our  focus  has  been  to  pray  for  God’s  demonstrated  understanding'  of  ethics, 
dirertion  throughout  the  search  process  philosophy,  and  history,  among  other  aca- 
and  to  develop  a  practical  and  prudent  demic  disciplines,  and  “be  able  to  com  pre- 
process,’  he  said,  adding  that  the  posting  bend  complex  and  significant  ethical  Issues 
of  the  prayer  guide  is  a  “very  important  quickly  and  respond  to  them  succinctly.* 
reminder  of  our  responsibility  not  to  be-  The  site  suggests  a  candidate  should 
come  pragmatic  in  our  process,  but  to  seek  be  “characterized  by  the  qualifications 
God’s leadership.’  found  in  1  Timothy  3,  personally  above  re- 

Creamer  said  the  presidential  search  proach,  with  a  life  characterized  by  min- 
committee  has  been  ‘on  task"  and  “ac-  istry  and  a  demonstrated  commitment  to 
tive  every  week"  since  being  appointed  in  the  local  church  and  to  the  Southern  Bap- 
August  after  Land's  retirement  announce-  tist  Convention.' 

ment  in  late  July.  Land,  in  announcing  his  decision  to 

The  characteristics  spelled  out  in  the  leave  the  commission,  indicated  he  is  not 
website's  presidential  profile  “are,  for  retiring  from  ministry,  writing,  “When 
the  most  part,  non-negotiable,"  Creamer  God  railed  me  into  His  ministry  a  half- 
said,  noting^ “Compromise  on  the  profile  century  ago,  He  put  no  tune  limit  on  that 
is  not  likely."  service.  It  was,  and  is,  a  lifetime  calling." 

According  to  the  committee's  website.  The  Texas  native  soon  will  begin  his  50th 
the  individual  who  would  be  considered  year  of  ministry,  having  begun  preaching 
for  the  ERLCs  chief  executive  position  as  a  16- year-okl  in  Houston. 


Pastors'  polS:  leave  political 
endorsements  out  of  pulpit 


NASHVRLE  (BP)  -  Nearly  90X 
of  pastors  believe  they  should  not 
endorse  candidates  for  public  of¬ 
fice  from  the  pulpit,  according  to 
a  survey  by  LifeWay  Research. 
The  survar,  released  Oct  1,  also 
revealed  that  44%  of  pastors  per¬ 
sonally  endorsed  candidates  but 
did  so  outside  of  their  church  role. 

The  survey  of  tgXJC  Protestant 
pastors  found  that  only  10X  believe 
pastors  should  endorse  candidates 
from  the  pulpit  Eighty-seven  per¬ 
cent  believe  (71%  percent  strong¬ 
ly  and  16%  somewhat)  pastors 
should  not  endorse  candidates  for 
public  office  from  the  pulpit  Three 
pence-  of  pastors  are  not  sure. 

’  or  comparison,  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  found  in  a  December  2010 
survey  that  84%  of  pastors  said 
they  should  not  endorse  candi¬ 
dates  from  thepulpiL 

Slight  differences  emerged 
between  pastors  who  consider 
themselves  'evangelical'  and 
those  who  setf-identify  as  “main¬ 
line."  Eighty-six  percent  of  evan¬ 
gelical  pastors  believe  pastors 
should  not  endorse  a  candidate 
from  the  pulpit  as  compared  to 
91%  of  mainline  pastors. 

The  number  of  pastors  who 
say  they  should  not  endorse  can¬ 
didates  from  the  pulpit  also  varies 
according  to  political  affiliation 
Among  pastors  who  rail  them¬ 
selves  Danocxata,  98%  believe  po¬ 
litical  endorsements  should  not  be 
made  from  the  pulpit  compared  to 
90%  of  Independents  ana  82%  of 
Republicans. 

The  results  of  the  survey  come 
just  prior  to  the  Alliance  Defending 
Freedom  (ADF)  Pulpit  Freedom 
Sunday  on  Oct  7.  The  affiance  en¬ 
courages  pastors  to  challenge  the 
IRS  ban  on  politiral  endorsements 
from  the  pulpit  by  comparing  the 
positions  at  candidates  from  a 
biblical  perspective.  ADF  has  held 
Pulpit  Freedom  Sunday  every  year 
since  2008. 


Scott  McConnell,  director  of  Life- 
Way  Research,  said.  “Yet  most 
pastors  don’t  believe  endorsement 
of  candidates  should  be  made 
from  the  pulpit* 

An  amendment  to  the  IRS 
tax  code  in  1954  prohibits  tax- 
exempt  organizations,  such  as 
churches,  from  endorsing  politi¬ 
cal  candidates  for  public  office. 
According  to  the  IRS,  "violation 
of  this  prohibition  may  result  in 
denial  or  revocation  of  tax-ex¬ 
empt  status  and  the  imposition 
of  certain  excise  tax.’ 

ADF  believes  the  law  violates 
the  First  Amendment  ADF  wants 
to  challenge  the  law  in  court  but 
wants  the  IRS  to  initiate  the  action 
—  smnrthing  the  IRS  has  yet  to  do 
in  the  five  previous  years  of  Pulpit 
Freedom  Sunday. 

The  LifeWny  Research  survey 
also  found  that  less  than  half  of 
Protestant  pastors  (44%)  person¬ 
ally  endorsed  candidates  this  year 
outside  of  their  church  role,  Rfty- 
two  percent  say  they  disagree  with 
the  statement  *1  personally  en¬ 
dorsed  candidates  for  public  offioe 
this  year,  but  only  outside  of  my 
church  role.* 

Mli^inwll  ™nfy  Qgw- 

third  of  pastors  strongly  disagree 
that  they  have  endorsed  candi¬ 
dates  outside  of  their  church  role. 
“OeaHy  most  pastors  have  opin¬ 
ions  on  who  the  best  candidates 
are,  and  those  convictions  may 
be  heavily  dependent  on  biblical 
principles,’  he  said.  “However, 
very  few  nestors  choose  to  make 

Pastors  of  churches  with  less 
than  so  members  are  the  most 
likely  at  56%  to  soy  they  had 
personally  endorsed  candidates 


While  there  are  no  differences 
between  evaimehrals  and  main¬ 
line  pastors,  differences  emerged 
among  party  affiliation.  Self-de- 
scribed  Independents  (34%)  are 
least  likely  to  say  they  endorsed 
candidates  outside  their  church 
rolr  compared  to  Republicans 
(51X)  and  Democrats  (54%). 

Current  presidential 


While  there  has  been  much  talk 
about  the  befiefe  nf  both  presiden¬ 
tial  candidates  during  the  current 
campaign,  few  pastors  believe 
there  has  been  too  much  focus  on 
rettgian.  The  survey  revealed  only 
17%  of  pastors  believe  the  election 
cycle  has  been  too  religious  com¬ 
pared  to  71%  who  say  it  has  not 
been  too  religious  and  five  percent 
who  are  not  sure. 

“Pastors  do  not  see  the  election 
as  a  referendum  on  religion  in  the 
U.S.,"  McConnell  said.  "In  fret, 
very  few  pastors  believe  this  elec¬ 
tion  ode  has  been  very  religious 
atalL 

Party  affiliations  again  reveal 
differences  in  opinion  on  this  is¬ 
sue.  Among  pastors  who  cal 
themselves  Republican,  only  nine 
parcant  believe  the  election  cycle 
has  been  too  religious,  as  com¬ 
pared  to  20%  of  Independents  and 
39%  of  Democrats. 

Also,  mainline  pastors  at  22% 
are  more  likely  to  believe  the  elec¬ 
tion  cycle  has  been  too  religious, 
compared  to  14%  of  evangelical 
pastors. 

The  survey  of  Protestant  pas¬ 
tors  was  conducted  in  May  of  this 
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Convention.  I  want  to  suggest  to  you  that 
you  are  wrong  in  both  feelings.  We  do  need 
you  and  look  forward  to  seeing  you.  You 
do  need  the  famQy  of  faith  and  your  heart 
can  be  encouraged  by  them.  Let  us  join 
together  and  experience  the  wonder  of  our 
living,  loving  Lord  at  the  Convention. 

Finally,  I  would  suggest  to  you  that 
the  Convention  »  an  experience  of 
invitation.  Invariably,  there  are  those 
moments  throughout  the  Convention 
maybe  during  a  sen.'ou  or  possibly  even 
dunng  a  report  when  God  Himself  says,  “I 
have  a  fresh  thing  for  you,  a  new  work,  an 
encouraging  idea,  ana  a  new  relationship.' 
God  invites  us  to  continue  the  journey  wth 
Him  in  a  new  and  fresh  way.  I  hope  that 
you  will  come 


on  October  30-31  at  First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson.  I  love  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  and  I  love  this  gathering  in 
the  fall.  I  do  not  know  when  it  was  or  what 
took  place  at  the  very  first  Convention  that 
1  ever  attended  because  as  a  youngster 
growing  up  there  were  occasions  mat  1 
attended  part  of  the  Convention  with  my 
mom  and  dad.  I  did  not  know  that  it  was 
a  Convention.  I  thought  that  we  were  just 
going  to  church  with  a  lot  of  folks  across  the 
state.  I  do  remember  the  first  Convention 
that  I  attended  as  a  young  pastor.  Iwas 
wide-eyed,  excited,  and  thrilled  to  see  folks 
that  I  knew  and  amazed  to  see  people  that 
I  admired.  There  were  a  few  Mississippi 
Baptist  Conventions  that  I  missed  because 
I  was  a  pastor  in  another  state,  but  when  I 
was  not  here  I  was  wishing  that  I  was  and  - 
every  time  that  I  have  been  here  1  was  glad  ,<vjTt 
that  I  was.  who“ 

Every  year  and  I  don't  know  bow  many 
years  it  has  been,  but  1  hear  people  say,  Thatis 
T  believe  that  was  the  best  Convention  “onar 
that  we  have  ever  had."  Once  when  that  att2J“ 

comment  was  made  a  person  asked  me,  T™ 

"Do  you  know  why  they  say  that?"  I  said,  matic 

1  guess  they  think  that  is  what  the  reality  report 


Convention  Encouragement 

and  also  in  the  depths  of  my  own  souL  So  what  we  are  accomplishing  together.  Just 


_ _  arid  hear  Him  invite  you  to 

a  new  and  brighter  walk. 

Pray  for  those  who  will  be  leading  in 
v  urship,  giving  reports,  for  Dr.  Jim  Phillip 


among  us  is  a  God  truched  narrative  m  vorship,  giving  reports,  for  Dr.  Jim  Phillips 

•ts™-  _  ,  _  .  .  as  he  preaches  the  Convention  sermon,  and 

Secondly,  the  Convention  is  about  for  our  two  presidents -Dr.  David  Ham- 
inspiration.  I  have  never.  not  once,  been  atim,  the  president  of  Mississippi  Baptists, 
a  part  of  a  Convention  here  in  our  state  that  and  for  Dr.  Fred  Luter,  the  president  of  the 
there  were  not  pecmle  there  who  were  tust  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  as  they  will 
about  at  the  end  of  their  road  and  the  load  be  preaching.  Pray  for  Dr.  Jeff  Iorg,  who 

they  were  canyingwps  hist  about  to  crush  wfflbe  sharing  our  Bible  Treasures.  Hook 

them.  The  meeting  with  God  and  His  peo  forward  to  seeing  you,  and  I  pray  that  when 

pie  always  changes  things.  It  changes  iiot  we  leave  this  177th  Annual  Convention  of 

only  how  they  feel  and  how  they  view  toeir  Mississippi  Baptises  hat  everyone  erf  us  will 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ , _ _ _ ..  work,  but  it  changes  their  heart’s  desire  to  feel  like  that  was  the  best  Convention  that 

and  so  they  think  it  is  die  best.’ Maybe  and  across  the  nation,  and  around  the  world.  It  give  their  best  in  their  field  of  service.  we  have  ever  had.  To  God  be  the  glory! 

maybe  not,  but  I  do  know  this  that  through  is  not  a  report  an  what  I  am  doing  or  the  You  may  fed  as  though  the  Convention 

the  years  the  Lord  has  done  some  wonder-  staff  at  the  Convention  Board  is  doing,  but  does  nrt  need  you.  Or  fBp  that  around,  and  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  jfutral@ 
fill  things  both  in  our  Convention  meetings  it  is  about  what  our  churches  are  doing  and  you  may  feel  as  though  you  do  not  need  the  mbcb.org. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news 
and  photographs  of  special  evsnts  that  take 
place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Corvantion. 

Newts  submitted  for  publication  m  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten. 
{<0)  needy  primed  on  8  1/2  by  Tl-mch  paper, 
or  (c)  needy  printed  on  standardized  forms 
provided  by  the  newspaper.  AH  articles  must 
be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  win  be  ac¬ 
cepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  cbntained  in 
the  message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Due 
to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text  attach¬ 
ments  wiN  be  accepted.  Photograph  attach- 


not  reproducible  Digital  photos  may  be  used 
if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  either  email. 
CD  or  CVO.  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and 
weighted.  Cell  phone  photographs  and 
other  low  resolution  hems  are  generaKy  not 
publishable.  Photographs  can  not  be  returned. 
Please  do  not  attach  pholoe  with  tape  or 

All  news  heme  ere  subject  to  editing,  and 

d!  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Pho¬ 
tographs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape, 
budding-,  or  objectonly  photographs  will  be 
printed.  News  hems  and/or  photographs  can 
be  published  one  time  only.  News  hems 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  tor  secular  or  outside  organizations 
wdl  not  be  published.  Deadline  for  submitting 


SCL  MUKT  QUACTBLVUR  DC  XRUPR 
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who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  oorhact  person’s  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are 
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— _ _ _ NEED  TO  DOWNSIZE?  CLARK  ESTATE 

SEBREN'S  SIDING  JACKSON.  CHRIS-  SALES  CAN  HELP!  *£$1919  Salas  Exports’ 
T1AN  OWNED  Al  homa  mprcwamanu  Turn  ataats  into  cash  m  14  days  Honssl  - 
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AMD  St-  £x+en6i©r\ 

Di  rec+oms  Breakfast 


Tuesday,  October  30,  2012 
7:00-8:00  aum. 


I«VV  w.v/w  Wsiiit 

Baptist  Building  Chapef 

In  order  that  we  might  preapare,  please  i 
1-S00-74S-1651,  ext.  307,  601-292- 
mbcb.org  if  you  will  attend.  Wivees  ate 


JLJuMJMlUj 


iris  an  auditioned 


festival  phone 

LEADER  C-QmchtM)l«ce| 


Jona  Wilkinson  R  601-6*4-2971 1 

Wyndy  South  (O)  401-292-3272 

|Ot  1 -BOO-74*-  1651 1 

Michael  Gibson  R  40l-4*S-3106| 

I 

Krt*  Smith  (q  60I-M4*437| 

I 

Michaalla  R  22*762-23431 

nomioo 

Marilyn  Huff  **601763*731* 


dtoir  for  students  in  £ 
participate  in  a  weeket 


120  children,  gra 
participate  in  an  I 
Church,  Florence 


en  from  all  over  Mississippi  to 
April  6,  2013,  at  First  Baptist 


COMM**  SOONl  Audition  requirements  and  an  Audition  Form 
maybe  located  (printed)  at  www.mbcb.org. 

y  f 

■•cdmnrtKXt  fax  $60  (NON  REFUNDABLE)  per  accepted/ 

regrstered  choir  member  due  no  later  than  February  1 ,  2013. 

Registration  Fee  Include*:  All  meals  (students  only) 

Snacks 

T-Shirt 

Concert  Polo  Shirt 

rVliWn, 


AUDITION  OCAOUNC:  NOVEMRBt  10,  2012 

More  Hifomsation:  Contact  Wyndy  South,  Church  Music 
Department,  Choir  Coordinator,  wsouthOmbcb.org;  1-800-748- 
1651,  ext.  272  statewide,  or  locoily  at  601-292-3272. 


McComb,  39648 


Btvd 


Ada  Cates  R  662*94-1900 


One-Day 


Revival 


Thc^one  activity,  with  tht^moii  ,  Encourage  your  church  to 
potential  for  "treating  a  culture  of  develop  .3  culfute  of  generosity 
generosity  in  your  congregation  through  faithful  discipleship. 
ts  o  Stewardship  Workshop. 


For  more  intormonon  contact  the  Stewardship  Department  of  the 

a 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  601.292.3347. 


C 


U  •  3* 


9* 


Join  the  Act*  LA  Celebration  Dinner. 

'Mease  hsgtster  before  October  16,  so  we  wIN  hove  a  meal 

for  you. 

Please  contact  the  Rastor/Leadershlp  Development 
Dept,  to  make  reservations;  1-800746-1651.  ext.  305, 
601-292-3305  or  cwtayiorOmbcb.oro 


ATTENTION 


Please  note  change  in  location  lor  the  April  1 1  Slate  Bible  Drill. 
Brookhaven  Drill  changed  to  First  Baptist  Church,  McComb. 
See  you  either  at  McComb  or  Batesville  if  you  drill  on  the  1 1th. 


¥  NOVEMBER  '12-14,  2012,  .±JL 
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•  Christian  Women’s/Men'slob  Corps 


my 

mm,-  * 


College  Outreach 
Criminal  Justice  Ministry 
New  Church  Starts 
Central  Hills  Campgrounds 


Camp  Gar ay  w a 
Port  Ministries 
Cross  Cultural  Evangelism 
Disaster  Relief 
Language/Deaf  Ministry 
Mission  Volunteers 


Community  Mission  Projects 

$2  MILLION  GOAL 


<tfloifieh,/3)augAteb  Ove/uught 


lst-6th  grade  girls  and  their  moms  will 
spend  quiet  time  together,  worship  A 
praise,  meet  missionaries,  make  crafts  and 
more!  Join  the  fun  and  fellowship  this  fall. 


Hdushs 


Pray  this  day  for... 


October  1 1  -  October  24 , 201 2 


'  £eina  ip  a//  dip  JaAps  ah? app  Lmpa  /a?ph,  ah?  I  will gpe  aph  rasi  SS,  £3 

sss! 


team  of  five  '  Pfy  to  a  team  of  tour 


rnnalil-  Kill  prdufar  Mattfww*  Pray  tar  a  team  of  sewn  :  Pry  tor  Kaye*  Broota.  Pr ay  to<  a  team  of  totr  ^tor  Jglmawd  ^21  bLJSSTmSLm 

IAiiuov  riMp'kwK  tmNewZkmK  msaonary mnswng  tanW—ia*rt  ***^  eJkT^ 

to  Sut>Srfr»ar> /V  l*e  mos&vnes  rrtnMer  Crystat  Spring*  as  roWnencan  Peoples  n  K.  gong  K>  Wrmore.  mBaonartp  rnmaervx)  mcsionanp  tt>  Purer 

=>wb  SHPI-w-  “rsr  s»-  gar 


dteyiiraflf  lojBMh^sia.  OUetfri 
OaotirlsJE*  P‘*«"9 


Pray  tor  OhU  and  Pray  to  a  team  of  three  Fray  torae»ncr*itom  Pry  to  a  team  <*  I  0_  Pray  lor  toctard^and 

Pamela-  Carlton,  rms-  (Tom Mt.  Pkoto  K.  lHCouny  BAtraw*  from  Mirrtoot  Motif-  tltodaOttoWBro- 

sena-^ro^JSw"  top-**#? n*  *  u«an 

5 IX  Aild 


;  as#  s 


*7hese  tmnatonal  Mfcson  Board  missonahes  dam  Mfcodpp  as  ttdr  home  stare  The  MB  rrisaonarles  fetrt  in  the  Hoi«Tbp6p*a^  calendar  are  cunerty  art*  t>My^ 

Yjf-^  :*y •jPii|w>?gPriyir tT^' ^ 


WutlifG/tlti  »  a  ministry  of  WMU  |  Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! 
that  provides  artisans  from  all 
■  ■Xl  over  the  world  an  opportunity  to 
provide  food,  clothing,  housing, 
education,  and  medical  care  for 
wo«LocMrTr  fheir  families.  For  mom  information 

- - rJ  ^  jvdddCra/t*  or  for  hefo  planning 

your  event,  please  contact  7kmmv  AndwtOfl  in  the 


12/28/06 

MR  ZACHARY 


12/29/92 

MISS  LAURA  UTTUE 

ratmts  uoo  a  wty 
West  Africa 


Just  for  the  Record 


FREEDOM  CHURCH. 
LAUREL,  gave  its  VBS 
love  offering  in  the  amount 
of  $1400  to  Faye  Pearson. 
Pearson  served  as  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China  beginning 
in  1968.  Shown  is  Rickey 
Barrett  and  Pearson. 


CARMEL  CHURCH. 

MERIDIAN,  ordained 
Charlie  Peterson  and  Bruce 
Griffin  as  deacons  Sept  23. 
Shown  are  Larry  Whitehead, 
Peterson,  Griffin,  and  pastor 
Joe  Anderson. 


The  RAs,  GAs, 
and  youth  of 
CALVARY 
CHURCH, 
VICKSBURG, 
recently 
cleaned  up 
the  yards  of 
widows  in  the 
Jhurch.  Shown 
are  the 
participants. 


CHURCH. 

CARROLLTON. 

recognized  Jo 
Annette  Ellis 
Wiggins  Sept. 

20  for  50  years 
of  teaching 
Sunday  School 
with  four  and 
five-year-old 
children.  Shown 
is  pastor  Eddie 
Carpenter  and 
Wiggins. 


WALNUT  GROVE 
CHURCH.  WALNUT 
GROVE,  ordained  Michael 
Putnam  as  deacon  Sept  30. 
Shown  is  Joe  Abel,  Denise 
Putnam.  Putnam,  and  pastor 
Dave  Dowdy. 


The  RAs  of  HORTON 
MEMORIAL  CHURCH. 
PONTOTOC  COUNTY, 

participated  in  Christmas  in 
August.  Debbie  Hitchcock  and 
Tabitha  Dillard,  leaders;  Owen 
Hitchcock,  pastor.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 


ordained  Clay 
McFtae  as 
deacon  Sept. 
30.  Shown  is 
McRae  and 
pastor  Ronnie 
Hatfield. 


recognized 
Mary  Ruth 
Yielding  for 
55  years  of 


church.  She 


church  clerk, 
ladies'  Sunday 
School  teach¬ 
er,  and  WMU 
director. 


CORINTH  CHURCH,  LEAKE  COUNTY,  participat 
ed  in  Christmas  in  August.  Shown  are  the  children 
participating 
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Bivo  music  course  now  enrolling 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Spscial)  - 
October  maria  the  beginning 
of  the  sixth  of  eight  courses  for 
bivocatiooal  music  directors  and 
atom  music  Venders,  offered  at 
seven  Vocations  in  Mississippi 
sponsored  by  the  Church  Mu¬ 
sk  Department  of  the  Misas- 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  in  cooperation  with  the 
Providence  Learning  Center  cf 
Sew  Orleans  Seminary 

Music  Administration/Staff 
Relations  wiO  meet  once  a  week 


a.m.-sroo  p.m.  with  lunch  break). 
Mark  Hamilton,  ead«er.  (601) 


835-6607. 

■  First  Church,  Starirvflle  — 


OcL  27  k  Nov.  10  (9.00  ajn.- 


5:00  p.m.  with  hinch  break).  Tom  vary. 
Jenkins,  teacher.  (662)  32335633-  Each 


uled  over  a  two-year  period.  In 
most  locations  the  eight  courses 
meet  two  hours  per  week  with 
each  course  being  eight  weeks  in 
length.  Saturday  Vocations  may 


for  two  hours  for  eight  con- 

s(StarkviDeand 


1,  teacher.  1 
I  First  Church,  I 
—  beginning  Oct  23  (6:30-8:30 
p.m.).  LuAnne  Fora,  teacher, 
(662)728-6272. 

■  Broadmoor  Church,  Madi¬ 
son  —  beginning  Oct  22  (6:00- 
8:00  p.m).  Jimmy  McCaleb, 


secutrve  weeks  ( 

Brookhaven  locations  meet  on 


teacher.  (601)  924 


■Handsboro 


Church  Gulfport 


:30 

.(228) 


Saturday)  at  the  following  loca-  pjn.).  Louis  White, 
tions  and  times:  896-3796. 

The  eight  courses  are  Song 
Leading;  Worship  Planning; 
Reading  Music:  Rhythm/Pitch; 
Residing  Music:  Harmony/ 
Metody,  Sot*?  and  Hymns  for 
Worship;  Music  Administration, 
Staff  Relations;  Survey  of  Churd 
Music  Resources;  and  Class 
Voice. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  sched- 


■  First  Church,  Cleveland — 
beginning  October  23  (6:30-8:30 
run.).  Alan  Berry,  teacher.  (662) 
843-2701. 

■  Northaest  Church  —  Me¬ 
ridian,  beginning  October  15 
(6:30-8:30  pun.).  Buddy  McH- 
roy,  teacher.  (601)  938-8668. 

■  Easthaven  Church, 
Brookhaven  —  Nov.  3  A 10  (9:00 


1  course  is  independent 
and  has  no  prerequisite.  Each 
student  who  completes  the  eight 
courses  earns  a  certificate  hum 
toe  Providence  Learning  Center 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

There  is  a  one-time  enroll¬ 
ment  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of 
each  course  is  $100.00.  A  $60.00 
scholarship  is  available  for  aQ 
first-time  students.  Students 
already  enrolled  are  not  1 
for  toe  scholarship.  The  1 
ship  is  limited  to  one  person  per 
church. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  teachers  listed  above  or  Slater 
Murphy,  MBCB  Church  Music 
Director,  P.O.  Bax  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530  Telephone: 
(601)  292-3276  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
276.  E-mail: 


CWJC 


cont.  from  p  7 


part  through  the 
State  MLs 


Lack¬ 
ey  State  Mission  Uttering.  First 
Church,  Richland,  provides  the 
facilities  for  the  Rankin  County 
CWJC. 

Leath  is  the  mother  of  two 
children  with  physical  challeng¬ 
es.  Her  son  has  cerebral  palsy 


She  knew  that  in  order  to  open  a 
center  to  help  other  parents  who 
have  children  with  special  needs, 
she  would  need  to  obtain  her 
GED  and  a  college  education. 

Help  with  obtaining  her  GED 
is  what  initially  brought  Leath 
to  CWJC,  but  she  found  much 
more.  "The  Job  Corps  was  like 
being  with  a  room  foil  of  sisters,* 
she  said.  The  ladies  were  uplift¬ 
ing  and  seemed  interested  in  toe 
vision  I  was  dreaming. 

"They  helped  me  aee  God  has 
His  hands  in  this  dream  and  that 
I  am  just  a  vessel  for  His  hands  to 
wort* 

Leath  said  while  aD  toe  women 
in  toe  program  were  influen¬ 
tial  an  her  journey,  Mary  Calla¬ 
han,  director  of  CWJC  of  Rankin 
County,  bad  an  impact  on  her  the 
first  time  they  met  when  Leath  in¬ 
terviewed  for  the  program. 

*1  sat  and  tola  her  my  story* 
Leath  said.  “With  her  uplifting 
spirit,  1  knew  deep  down  that  I 
was  in  the  right  place.* 

Callahan  is  a  member  of  Briar 
Hill  Church,  Florence,  and  a  Mis¬ 
sion  Service  Corps  worker. 

Debbie  Boykin,  Leath's  men¬ 
tor  in  CWJC  and  a  member  of 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Florence,  said 
Leath  is  determined  to  reach  her 
/oak  and  never  complains  about 
anything.  ‘Bobbi  has  a  passion 
and  feels  called  to  hNp  btner  fam¬ 
ilies  that  are  facing  the  same  chal¬ 
lenges  she  has  had  to  deal  with,* 
Boykin  said.  *1  am  so  proud  of 
her  accomplishments  so  for  and 
know  she  will  reach  aD  her  goals.* 


Leath,  who  recently  moved 
to  Peritinston,  said  her  life  has 
changed  in  "big  ways’  since  com¬ 
ing  to  CWJC  In  addition  to  earn¬ 
ing  her  GED,  she  has  greater  ccm- 
fidence  in  herself  ana  a  stronger 
relationship  with  God.  "He  is 
forever  cnanging  and  molding 
me  into  the  person  He  intended.! 
have  complrtely  let  Him  take  the 
reins  to  guide  me  to  do  His  work." 

Since  graduating  from  CWJC, 
Leath  has  enroBed  at  a  local  com¬ 
munity  college  and  is  pursuing  a 
degree  in  child  development  and 
child  care.  She  obtained  a  3.5 
GPA  in  her  first  semester  and  is 
looking  forward  to  her  second  se- 


Jean 

WMU 


Roberson, 

ministry  consultant  who 
s  the  CWJC/CMJC  min¬ 
istry,  presented  Leath  toe  Sybil 
Bentley  Dove  Award  at  the  2012 
Mississippi  WMU  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  The  award  is  given  annu¬ 


ally  to  a  current  or  former  CWJC 
participant  who  advances  herself 
through  life  skills,  academic  de¬ 
velopment,  and  faith  in  God. 

The  award  comes  with  a  grant 
to  help  further  Leath's  education 
and  dream. 

To  learn  more  about  oppor¬ 
tunities  though  CWJC/CMJC 
or  to  find  a  local  CWJC/CMJC 
site,  visit  http://www.wmiLoom/ 
Jobcorpa.  In  Mississippi,  contact 
Tammy  Anderson,  WMU  De¬ 
partment,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  292-3323  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext 
323.  E-mail:  tanderson@mbcb. 
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Arkansas  Baptist  Children's  Homes 

sseeknikOTpm*  caffe** 

|  the  Baptist  Home.  Hontxalo.  Ark; 
and  Boys  Ranch.  I 

Harrison.  Ark  QDCl 

!  Th«e,<*-  ortanttg  Dophg  I 

££££  ^abch0-WMai  j 

■srance.  Me  insurance  and  paid 
leave  Contact  OiAdren's  Home.  Randy  [ 
lupe*  S70.K7.535g  ot  rtupo@ 
abchomesorg.  Boys  Ranch.  Bi 
VbnderMehden  870741  5784  or 
bvondermehdert^tichoniesjr^ 
ABCHomes  is  also  seeking  an /M 
Mvtrld  hl*km  km 
Qb  the  M-dme  position  al 
i  provide  individual,  marital  and  (amiy  ! 
i  counsekng.  as  nel  as  supervision  ol 
1  a  smai  emergency  sheter  far  abused. 

aoanoonw  or  negwcieu  CTworon.  ror 
1  Mormahon.  contact  Charles  Hyrm, 

1  501 .376.4791,  M.  5167  or  c#>m@  ’ 
I  tod— atg _ 


SHEA 


COM.  from  p.2 


heavenly  regions’ does  not 
stop  Egyptian  state  media  from 
denigrating  Coptic  Christians 
and  promoting  "The  Protocols  of  • 
toe  Elders  of  Sou*  [a  discredited 
anti-Semitic  booklet].  This  is  not 
even  about  offensive  speech  con¬ 
cerning  Muslims.  As  Moham¬ 
med  Bcwyeri  told  a  Dutch  court 
during  h»  trial  for  toe  murder 
of  filmmaker  Theo  Van  Gogh  : 
The  story  that  I  feh  insulted  as 
a  Moroccan,  or  because  he  called 
me  a  goat-fexpletive],  that  is  aD 
nonseine.  1  acted  out  of  faith."  In 
other  words,  he  acted  because  he 
thought  Islam  was  blasphemed 
when  Van  Gogh’s  film  criticized 
the  Quran’s  verses  on  women. 

Or,  as  Egypt’s  Grand  Mufti  Ah 
Gomaa  put  it  in  a  Washington 
Post  article  about  the  recent 
YouTube  video:  "Insults  against 
the  Prophet  are  taken  as  more 
serious  than  insults  against  one’s 
own  parents  and  family,  indeed 
than  one’s  own  seif." 

Whether  the  putativi  offense 
is  called  religious  “defemation," 
"insult*  or  ‘incitement,*  toe  goal 


ing  ah  that  has  been  asserted  as 
truth  in  the  Quran,  in  thousands 
of  other  Islamic  texts  called 
“hadiths,"  and  in  other  Islamic 
sources  over  L30O  years. 

Most  Muslim  countries  have 


varies  over  time  and  1 
to  place.  Traditional  f 
ments  for  blasphemy  include 
the  death  penalty,  which  is  still 
applied  by  Iran  and  Pakistan. 
Frequently,  it  is  dirjidents  and 
religious  minorities  who  are 
targeted  for  prosecution.  Where 
control  is  loose,  the  accused, 
even  if  acquitted,  are  also  vulner 
able  to  attacks  by  vigilantes  who 


rexamplt,  r 
arrested  for  the  March  2011 
murder  of  Pakistani  cabinet 
minister  Sbahbaz  Bhatti,  who 
had  critkned  Islamic  blasphem 
laws. 


I  many  Muslims  is 
to  universalize  Muslim  blasphe¬ 
my  codes.  They  will  not  be  pla¬ 
cated  by  hate-speech  Isws  of  the 
kind  mandated  within  toe  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  following  the  Danish 
cartoon  crisis  —  laws  that  protect 
Muslims,  but  not  Islam  per  se, 
from  insult  Nor  would  simple 
hans  against  Quran-burning  of 
toe  sort  Sen.  Lindsey  Graham, 
R-S.C,  proposed  last  year  settle 

What  is  being  demanded  is 
sweeping  censorship,  oover- 


Shea,  an  international  hu¬ 
man  rights  lawyer,  is  direc¬ 
tor  af  the  Center  for  Religious 
Freedom  and  a  Senior  Fellow 
at  Hudson  Institute  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  Since  1999,  Shea 

has  served  as  a  Commissioner 
on  the  US.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Free¬ 
dom.  This  article  first  appeared 
in  National  Review,  onhne  at 
wwwnationalreview.com.  Used 
by  permission.  Reprinted  here 
courtesy  af  Baptist  Press. 
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Need  a  light? 

Jesus  said.  ‘  I  iiiu  the  light  ol  the 
world  \\  huiNer  follows  tile*  n*  ill  not" 
walk  in  darkness  luit  will  ha* e  tile 
Jig  hi  of  life.*’  (John  N:l2i 


simpH  share  tin  toHowing  pra>eP 
As  •  1  ti  1 1 » m I  iii  \oiir  own  words: 


1.  I  ord.  I  admit  (flat  J  need  umi, 

( I  lia \  e  sinned .  > 

2.  I  want  I’urgr.  enesv  lor  ni>  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal 
*  %l  •  dei'th.  « I  repent.) 

J.  I  Ih  lit  *v  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  gra'e  to  'orgive  mv.  sins 
and  to  restore  im  relationship 
with  \on.  1 1  belie* e  in  It  siis. ) 
4.  Ii\  faith.  I  in\ Hi  Jest^  (  lirisl 
into  m*  file.  I  mill  this  time  on. 
I  want  to  li\i  in  a  lo\ ing  relationship 
nn  ith  Him.  ( I  recei*  e  i  lirisl  as 
m n  SaN  ioi  ami  I  ord. i 


"Hue  as  man*  »s  rco\((l  him.  to  them  he  ga*e 
the  right  to  heioim-  t  hililmi  of  <  «oil.  e*en  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name?*  tjohn  1:12' 
It  \oii  make  a  decision  lor  t  hrist  tort. in.  emit  act  a 
local  Southern  Ihiplist  ehureh  lor  spiritual  gtiidam  r. 
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From  Failure  to  Direction*  Gen.  15:4-6;  16:1-5;  17:3-6,  15-19 

Genesis,  book  of  origins,  beginniiiga  of  ever  God  His  faith  loot  come  when  he  brine  dl  tor  them  all?  AD  three  were  ill-  cations  usual 

the  human  race  (known  as  God’s  chosen  was  told  to  offer  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice.  Abram  served  and  ducomboiuiated  God  choae-  away  from  it 
people),  of  sin,  promise  of  redemption,  turned  his  frith  into  a  relationship  of  trust-  es  his  own  scripts  and  temirtations  come  mistress  and 
of  civilization,  etc.  Obedience  H  rewarded  ing  God's  wonts.  Now  he  is  understanding  Abram  had  not  vet  been  told  that  his  heir  with  an  mgel 
with  blessings  and  harsh  discipline  meted  who  God  is.  Heh.  ir6  (NIV  Study  Bible)  would  be  a  son  by  Sarai.  Our  fleshly  wis-  and  a.  inselec 
out  far  discriedienee.  Much  history  here  "Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  dom  often  moves  us  outside  the  protective  herself  Shew 
with  deep  spiritual  applications.  Accounts  God  because  we  must  believe  that  he  exists  hedge  of  God’s  wisdom  and  bom  sin  and  Ishmaei 
of  human  Mure  being  met  by  God's  sal-  and  that  he  rewards  those  who  earnestly  trouble  flood  our  territory.  There  is  nearly  Chapt.  17; 
vation.  Gen.  15:4A6.  God  gives  Abram  a  seek  him."  Never  seek  to  help  God  fulfill  always  help  through  counseling  to  prevent  walk  before  1 
specific  promise  of  a  son.  Anraham  fears  His  word,  our  bad  upright,  with 

no  heir  from  him  at  all  but  God  assures  but  keep  on  decisions,  hovah,  father 

him  there  will  be  too  many  descendants  to  believing 
count  His  spiritual  seed  would  be  as  the  He  is  real, 
stars  of  heaven.  God  points  out  the  heirs  Gen.i6.r- 
he  chooses,  this  one,  and  not  this  one.  5  is  mostly 

V  6  gives  us  the  oldest  and  most  pro-  about  an 
found  definition  of  faith.  This  may  be  the  obscure 
most  important  verse  in  the  Old  Testament  Egyptian 
because  it  tells  us  how  to  get  to  heaven.  Do  woman  in  1 
we  have  the  divine  righteousness  required  Abram's 
to  get  to  heaven?  We  get  it  through  faith  f  a  m  - 
(believing  what  God  says)  and  God's  re-  By,  Hagar, 
sponse  to  our  faith  is  He  credits  His  rifb-  probably  a  mai 
teousness  to  us.  What  a  glorious  plan.  Abram's  seconds 

Have  we  earned  it?  Can  we  earn  it?  Did  "marriage*  to  Abi 
Abram  earn  it?  Abram  simply  believed  behavior  toward 

God.  As  there  were  yet  no  laws,  he  was  also  was  the  mat) - - - 

saved  aola  fide.  Abraham  is  father  of  faith  Sarai's  barrenness  was  the  inducement  of 
for  Christians,  .Jews,  and  Muslims.  We  the  alliance  and  herein  was  her  argument 
learn  from  the  get  go  that  the  worth  of  our  with  Abram  to  marry  her  maid. 

Holy  Bible  hinges  on  God’s  promises.  Should  Abram  have  kept  to  the  rule 

Abram’s  faith  shows  we  can  trust  what-  of  God's  law  in  this  situation  rather  than 


(NIV  promise  of  Canaan.  While  listening  to 
Study  Bi-  God  Abraham  properly  fell  on  his  face  in 
bie)  says  adoration 

"Listen  Sarai's  name  is  changed  to  Sarah  and 
to  advice  the  promise  conies  to  bless  her  with  a 
and  ac-  son  to  be  named  Isaac.  Hit  iming  for  the 
cept  in-  birth  of  Iaaac  was  the  year  following  and 
struction  then  God  went  up  from  Abraham  but  He 
and  in  the  remembered  Ishmaei  with  a  blessing  of 
fruitfulness.  Abraham  remembered  fall¬ 
's  concep-  mad  as  well,  ft  should  be  the  utmost  de¬ 
mised  and  sire  of  every  parent  that  our  children  live 

_  „ _ fully  upon  before  God,  covenantly,  and  walk  before 

her  mistress,  insults  her  and  decides  she  him  as  instructed.  God  uses  whom  he 
is  probably  a  better  woman  than  Sarai.  pleases  according  to  the  pleasure  of  his 
Abram  is  put  upon  by  Sarai  and  sees  no  will.  He  is  God  and  we  re  not 
peace  In  V  5  Sarai  appeals  to  God  with 

hostility  to  "judge  between  me  and  thee",  Gibson  is  a  member  af  Monticetio 
as  though  she  brae  no  blame.  Rash  impre-  Church,  MonttceUo 


todies  for  Life 

Evelyn  Gibson 


is  featured  in  a  series  of  video  [of  their  budgets]  —  $100  mil- 
messages  addressed  to  state  con-  bon,  imagine  that,"  latter  has 
ventions,  encouraging  support  of  said.  "One  percent  would  equal 
the  1%  Challenge. ‘Imagine  if  we  over  $100  million  to  do  the  work 
take  on  the  1%  Challenge  that’s  that  we’ve  been  challenged  to  do 
given  to  us  by  Dr.  Frank  Page,  through  the  Great  Commission 
that  each  of  our  churches  would  by  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
give  an  additional  one  percent  Christ’ 


Monies  include  receipts  from  Convention  is  aiming  to  bolster 
individuals,  churches,  statr  con-  CP  in  local  churches  For  the  past 
ventions,  and  faOowahips  for.  two  yean,  Page  has  challenged 
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